
164

“THERE” +  
PASSIVE REPORTING VERB

INFINITIVE CLAUSE

“TO BE / TO HAVE BEEN”

SUBJECT +  
PASSIVE REPORTING VERB

One way to distance yourself from facts is to use the 
passive voice and reporting verbs. This device is 
commonly used in newspaper and television journalism.

New language  Passive voice for reporting 

Vocabulary  Reporting language

New skill  Distancing yourself from facts

Reporting with passives

KEY LANGUAGE REPORTING WITH PASSIVES
A number of 
structures and 
reporting verbs can 
be used in the passive 
voice to distance the 
writer or speaker  
from the facts.

“IT” + PASSIVE REPORTING VERB “THAT” CLAUSE

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES  
TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS
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FURTHER EXAMPLES MODALS IN THE PASSIVE VOICE

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

Modal expressing desirability 
(the right thing to do).Modal expressing prohibition.

Modal expressing possiblity. Modal expressing 
strong probability.

KEY LANGUAGE MODALS IN THE PASSIVE VOICE
Modals in the present can be 
made passive by replacing the 
base form of the main verb with 
“be” plus the past participle.

Modals in the past tense can be 
made passive by replacing “have” 
with “have been.”
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING THE PASSIVE VOICE

DESCRIBE THE NEWS OUT LOUD USING PASSIVE REPORTING LANGUAGE

TIP
Remember that you  

can sometimes omit the  
agent (the person or  

thing doing the action)  
if the meaning  
remains clear.
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE CORRECT FORM  
OF THE VERBS IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 Passive voice for reporting   Reporting language   Distancing yourself from facts  
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